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MINISTRY OF LAW AND JUSTICE

( Legislative Department)
Mew Delh, the 2 1st june, 2005 )yortha 31, 1927 (Saka)

The fallowing Act of Pariament received the 2ssent of the President on the
I 5th June, 2005, and s horeby published for gancral mformazen —

THE RIGHT TO INFORMATION ACT, 2005
No. 22 of 2005
[15th June, 2005]

An Adt to provide for setting out the practical regime of nght to
information for citizens o secure access to information under the
conirol of public authorites. in order to promole fransparency and
accountability in the working of every public authority, the constitution
of a Ceniral |nformation Commission and State Information
Commissions and for matters connected tharawith ar incidental
fharsto

WHEREAS the Constitution of India has sstablished demooratic
Republic

T
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AND WHEREAS democracy requires an informed citizenry and
transparency of information which are wital to its functioning and
also to contain corruptien and e hold Governments and their
instrumentafities accountable to the governed.

AND WHEREAS revelation of Information in actual practice |8
likely to conflict with other public interesis meluding efficient
operations of the Governments, optimum use of limited fiscal
resources and the preservation of confidentiality of sensitive
information

AND WHEREAS it is necessary to harmonise these conflicting
interests while preserving the paramounicy of the democratic ideal

NOW THEREFORE, it is expedient to provide for furmishing
certain information to ciizens wha desire to have it

BE it enacted by Parkiament in the Fifty-sixth Year of the Republic
of India a5 follows —

CHAPTER |
Preliminary
Em -
m':: 1. (1) This Act may be called the Right to Infarmation

oy Act, 2005,

(@] 1t extends o the whele of India excepl the State
of Jammu and Kashmir

(3] The provisions of sub-section (1) of saction 4,
sub-sections (/) and (2) of section 5, seclions 12, 13
15, 18, 24, 27 and 78 thall come into force at once, and
the remaining provisions of this Act shall come into force
on the one hundrad and twentieth day of 48 enactment.

Jafrdicy 2 In this Acl, unless the conlext otherwise
reduires,—

(a) “appropriate Govemment’ means in relation to a
public autharity which i established, constituted, owned,
contralied or substantially financed by funds provided
directly or indirectiy—

(i by the Central Govermment or the Union territory
administration, the Cerdral Governmant,

2
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{l) by the State Government, the State Gavernment:

(b} "Central Information Commission” means the Central
Information Commission constituted under sub-section {1} of section
12,

(¢} "Central Pubiic Information Officer” means the Central Public
Infermation Officer designated under sub-section (I} and includes a
Central Assistant Public Information Officer designated as such
under sub-section (2) of section 5

{d) "Chief Infarmation Commissioner and ‘Information
Commissioner” mean the Chief Information Commissioner and
Information Commissioner appointed under sub-section {3) of
sechon 12;

{e) "competent authority” means—

i} the Speaker in the case of the House of the Peaple ar
ther Legislative Assembly of 2 State or a Union terntory
having such Assemtly and the Chalrman In the case of
the Council of States or Legisiative Council of a Stale.

i) the Chief Justice of India in the case of the Supreme Court:

liy the Chief Justice of t .e High Courl in the case of a High
Court,

iv) the President or the Gavernor, as the case may be, in the
case of other authorities established or constituted by ar
under the Constitution;

vi the administrator appointed under article 239 of the
Cansttution: i

(f} “information” means any material in any farm, including
records, documents, memos, e-mails opinions, sdvices, press
releases, circulars, orders. logbooks, contracts, reparis, papers.
samples, models, data material held in any electronic form and
information relating to any private body which can be acesssed by
& public authority under any other law for the ime baing in force:

(9) “prescrived” means prescribed by rules made under this Act
by the apprapriate Gavernment or the competent autharity, as the
case may be;

EEEEEEEEEEESEmemee e



THE GAZETTE OF INDiA EXTRADRDINARY
(h} “public authority” means any authorty or body or institution
of salf governmant established or constituled—
{a) by or under the Constitution;
fh) by any other law made by Parliament;
(&) by any other taw made by Slaté Lagisiature;

(@) oy notification issued or order made by the appropriate
Governmanl,

and Includes any—
fi] body ewned, controlied or substantially financed,

fii) nan-Government cigamsation substantially financed, directly
or indirsctly by funds provided by the appropriate Government,

(i) “record” includes—
{a) any document, manuscript and file;
{b) any microfim, microfiche and facsimile copy of a document;

{c) any reproduction of image or images embodiad in such
micrafilm (whether enlarged or not), and

(df} any other material produced by a computer or any other
device,
{f "right to infarmation” means the right to information accessitle

under this Act which s held by or under the control of any public
authority and includes the right 10—

i} inspechion of work, documents; records,

ii) taking notes, axtracts or cerlified copies of documents or
tecords;

i} taking certified samples of matenal;

iv) obtaining information in the form of diskettes. Noppies, tapes,
video cassettes or in any other electronic mode or through printouts
where such information is stored in a8 computer or in any athar device;

ik} "State Infarmation Commission” means the State information
Commission constituted under sub-section (1) of section 15,

{1} “State Chief Information Commissioner” and "State Information
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Commissioner” mean the State Chief Information Cammissioner
and the Stale Information Commissioner appainted under sub-
seclion (J) of section 15,

{rm) "State Public Information Officer” maans the Siate Public
Information Officer designated under sub-section (/) and includes a
State Assistant Public Infermation Officer designated as such under
sub-section {2) of section 5.

(rt} “third party” means a person other than the citizen making a
request for infarmation and includes a public authority.

Chapter - lI
Right to infermation and obligations of public authorities

3 Subject to the provisions of this Act, all citizens shall Sgtie
have the right to information. i

4. (I} Every public aulhority shail ...

a) rmaintain all its records duly catalogued and indexed
in a manner and the form which faclitates the right to
infarmation under this Act and ensure that all records that
are appropnate to be compulerised are, within a
reasonabie time and subject to availability of resources,
compulensed and connected through a network all ovar
the country on different systems so that access 1o such
records is faciitated:
&) publish within ane hundred and twenty days from
the enactment of this Act, —
v the particulars of its organisation, functions and
duties;
{u) the powers and duties of ils officers and employees;

i) the procedure, followed in the decision miaking
process, including channels of supervision and
accountability;

{ivl the norms set.by it for the discharge of its funclions:

v the rules, regulations, instructions, manuals and
records, held by it or under its conirol or used by its
employees for discharging its functicns;

5
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(Wil

{wvi)

(i}

fix)
{x)

{xf)

(seat)

{ i)
feiv)

{xw)

{xer)

{xvir)

a statement of the categones of documants that are
heaid by it or under its cantrol,

the particulars of any arrangement thal exisis for
consultation with, or representation by, the members
of the public in relation to he formulation of its palicy
or implementation thereof,

a statement of the boards, councils, commiltees and
other bodies consisting of two or more persons
constiluled as its pan or for the purpose of its advice,
end as ta whether meetings of those boards, councils,
gommitiees and other badies are open to tha public,
ar the minutes of such meelings are accessible for
public,

a directory of its officers and employees,

the manthly remuneration recelved by each of its
officers and employees, including the system of
compensation as provided in its regulahons;

the budget allocated to each of its agency, indicating
the particulars of all plans, proposed expendituras
and reporis on disbursements made;

the manner of execution of subsidy programmes,
including the amounts aliocated and the details of
beneficianes of such programmeas;

particulars of recipents of concessions, permils
or authorisations granted by it;

datails in respect of the information, available to or
held by it, reduced in an electronc torm;

{he particulars of facilities avallable lo citizens for
obtaintng infarmation, including the working hours of
a liprary or reading room, if mamtained for public use;
the names, designaticns and other particuiars of the
Public Information Officers;

such other information as may be prescribed; and
thereafter update thesa pubbcations every year,

publish all relevant facts while formulating impartant policies
or annouricing the decisions which affect public;

provide reasans for fls administrative or quasi-judical decisions
to affected persons.
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(2) It shall be 3 constant endeavour of every public authority to
lake steps in accordance with the requirements of clauss {ta) of
sub-section (i) to provide as much information sug moly (o the public
al regular intervals through varisus means of communications.
including internet, so that the public have minimum resorn to the
use of this Act to obtain infarmation

(3) For the purposes of sub-section (f), every information shall
be disseminated widety and in such form and manner which is easily
accessible to the public

(4) All materiais shall be disseminated taking into consideration
he cost effectivenass. local language and the most effective method
of communication in that local area and the information should ke
easily accessible, to the extent possible in alectronic farmat with
the Central Public Information Officer or State Pyubiic infarmation
Officer, as the case may be, avaitable free or at such cost of the
medium or the print cost price as may be prescribead.

Explanation—For the purposes of sub-sections (3) and {4},
"disseminated” means making known or communicated the
information to the public thraugh notice baards. NEWsEapers, public
announcemanis, maedia broadcasts, the intermet or any other means,
Including inspection of offices of any pubtic authority,

S. {/) Every public autharity shall, within one hundred  Cesgraser o
days of the enactment of this Acl, designate as many o
officers as the Central Public Information Officars or State e,
Public Information Officars, as the case may be, in all
administrative units or offices under Il as may L
necessary ta provide information to persons requesting
for the Information under this Act.

{2} Without prejudice to the provisions of sub-section {1, every
public authority shatl designate an officer, within one hundred days
of the enactment of thiz Act st sach sub-divisional level or other
sub-district level as a Central Azsistant Public Infiarmation Officer
or @ State Assistant Public Infarmation Officer, as the case may be,
to receive the applications for infarmation or appeals under this
Act for forwarding the same forthwith to the Central Public
information Officer or the State Publie Information Officer or senior
officer specified under sub-saction i) of section 19 or the Central

T
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Infarmation Commissian of the State Information Commission, as
ihe case may be

Provided that where an appfication for information or appeal is
given to a Central Assistant Public Information Officer or a State
Assistant Public Information Officer, as the case may be. a period
of five days shall be added in comnputing the period for response
specified under sub-section (1) of sechon 7.

{3) Every Central Public Information Officer or Stale Public
Intarmation Officer, as the case may be, shall deal with requests
from persons seaking information and render reasonable assistance
to the persons seeking such information.

{4) The Central Public Information Officer or State Public
Information Officer, as the case may be, may sesk the assislance
of any other officer as he or she considers it necessary for the
proper discharge of his or her duties.

{5} Any officer, whose assistance has been sought under sub-
section (4), shall render all assistance to the Central Public
Information Oficer. or State Public Information Officer, as the case
may be, seeking his or her assistance and for the purposes of any
contravention of the pravisians of this Act, such other officer shall
be treated as a Central Public Information Officer or State Public
Information Officar, as the case may be.

(8) (1} A person who desires to obtain any information  Reguestier
under this Act shall make a request in writing or through ﬂ'"l o
elecironic means in English or Hindi or in the Officlal
language of the area In which the appiication IS being
made accompanying such fee as may be prescribed, to

{a) the Central Public Information Officer or State Public
infarmation Officer. as the case may be, of the concerned
public authority

(b) the Central Assistant Public Information Officer or State
Assistan! Public Information Officer, as the case may be

specifying the particulars of the information sought by him er her.

Provided that where such request cannol be made in writing, the
Central Public Infarmation Officer or State Public Information Officer,
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as the case may be, shall render all reasonable assistance to the
persan making the request arally to reduce the same in writing

{2) An applicant making request for information shall not be
required to give any reason for requesting the infarmation or any
other personal details except those that may be necessary for
contacting him

(2} Where an application 1s made to a public authority reguesting
for an information —
(1)  which is held by another public authority; or
(i} the subject matter of which is more clasely connacted
with the functions of ancther public autharity,
the putlic authority, to which such application is made, shall transfer
the application or such part of it as may be appropriate 1o that othar
public authority and inform the applicant immediataly about such
transfer.
Provided that the transfer af an application pursuant to this sub-
section shall be made as soon as praclicable but in no case |ater
than five days from the date of receipt of the application,
Saaposaiof 7.(1} Subject to the provise to sub-section (2) of section
“arst Bor the proviso to sub-section {3) of section B, the Central
Public Information Officer or State Public Information
Officer, as the case may be, on receipt of a request
undersection & shall, as expeditiously as possibla, and in
any casa within thirty days of the receipt of the request,
either provide the information on payment of such fee as
may be prescnbed or reject the request for any of the
reasans specified in sachons B.and 9
Provided that where the information sought for concerns the ife or
Hberty of a person. the same shall be provided within forty-eight
hours of the receipt of the request
(2} If the Central Public Information Officer or Siate Public
Information Officer, as the case may be_ fails to give decision on
the request for information within the pericd specified under sub-
section (f), tha Central Public Information Officer or State Public
Infarmation Officer. as the case may be, shall be deamed to have
refused the reqguest

(3) Where a decision is taken {o provide the information an
payment of any further fee representing the cost of providing the

8
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miormation, the Central Public information Officer or State Pubiic
Information Cfficer. as the case may be, shall send an intimation io
the person making the request. giving—
fa) the details of further fees representing the cost of
providing the information as determined by nim, logether
with the calculabons made to arrive at the amaunt in
accordance with fea prescribed under subsection (1),
requesting him to depaosilt that fees, and the period
intervening between the despatch of the said intimation
and payment of fees shall be excluded for the purpose
of caleulating the period &f thirty days referrad fo in that
sub-section;

() infatmation conceming his or her right with respect to
review the decision as o the amount of fees charged or
the form of access provided, including the particulars of
the appellate authority, time limit, process and any ather
forms.

(4] Where access to the record or a part thereof is required to
be provided under this Act and the person lo whom access is to be
provided is sensorily disabled, the Central Public Infarmatian Officer
or State Public Information Officer, as the case may be, shall provide
assistance lo enable access to the information, including providing
such assistance as may be appropriate for the Inspection

(3] Where access to Information is to be provided in the printed
or in any slectronic format. the applicant shall subject to the
provisions of sub-section (6], pay such fee as may be prescribed:

Provided that the fee prescribed under sub-section (/) of section
& and sub-sections (/) and (5] of section 7 shall be reascnable and
no such fee shall be charged fram the persons who are of below
poverly Ime as may be determined by the appropriate Governmant.

(6} Notwilhstanding anything contained in sub-saction (5), the
person making request for the information shall be provided the
information free of charge where a public autharity falls to comply
with the time mits specified in sub-section (/).

{7} Belore taking any decision under sub-section (1}, the Central
Fublic Information Officar or State Public Information Officer, as
the case may be, shall take into consideration the representation
made by & third party under section 11

10
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(8) Where a request has been rejected under sub-section {n.
the Central Public Information Officer or State Public Infarmation
Officer, as the case may be, shall communicate to the person making
the request —

() the reasons for such rejection:

{w the period within which an appeal against such
rejection may be preferred; and

(4} the particulars of the appellate authority

{31 An information shall ordinarily be provided in the farm in
which it is sought uniess It would dispropartionately divert the
resources of the public authority or would be detrimental ta the safety
of preservation of the record in question

B. {/) Notwithstanding anything contained in this Aci,  Seerstiontem

there shall be no obligation ta give any citizen — hoinssobiu

(&) mformation, disclosure of which wauld prejudicially affect the
sovereignty and integrity of India, the security, sirategic, scientific
ar economic interests of the State, relation with foreign State or
lead to inciterment of an cffence:

(b) infarmation which has been axpressly fortndden to be
published by any court of taw or tribunal or the disclosure of which
may consiitute contempt of court

(&) nformation, the disclosure of which would cause a breach of
privilege of Parllament or the State Legislature;

fa) iformation including cemmaercial confidence, trade sy ets
ar intellectual property, the disclosure of which would harm the
competitive position of a third party, unless the competent authority
's salisfied that larger public interest warrants the disclosure of such
infarmation:

(&) information available to & person in his fiduciary refationship,
unless the compelent authority is satisfied that the larger public
interest warrants the disclesure of such Information:

{f} information received In confidence from foreign Govarnment,
(@) infarmation, the disclosure of which would endanger the life
or physical safety of any parson or dentify the source of information

1
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or assistance given in confidence for law enforcement or security
PUrPOSES:

{h} information which would impede the process of investigation
or apprehension or prosecution of offenders;

fi} cabinet papers inciuding records of deliberations of the Council
of Ministers, Secretanes and other officers;

Provided that the decisions of Council of Ministers, the reasons
thereaf, and the matanal on the basis of which the decisions were
taken shall be made public after the decision has been taken, and
the- matter is complete, or over

Provided further that those matters which come under the
exemplions specified in this section shall not be disclosed;

{{} imformation which relates 1o personal information the
disclosure of which has no relalionship to any public activity or
Interest, or which would cause unwarranted invasion of the privacy
ol the individual unless the Central Public Information Officer or the
State Public Information Officer or the appellate authority, as the
case may be, is satisfied thal the larger public Interest justifies the
disclosure of such information:

Provided that the informabon which cannot ba denied fo the
Parliament or a Stale Legislature shall nol be denied to any persan,

el 100 (2] Notwithstanding anything in the Official Secrels
Act, 1923 ner any of the exemplions permissible in
accordance with sub-section (f), a public authority may
allow access to Information, If public Interes! in disclosure
outweighs the harm to the prolected interests.

(3) Subject ta the provisions of clauses (a), fc) and (i) of sub-
gaction (1), any information relating to any occurrence, evant or
matter which has taken place, occurred or happened twenty years
before the date on which any request is made under secton 6 shall
be provided to any person making a request undar that section:

Provided that where any gueslion arnses as la the date from
which the said period of twenty years has to be computed, the
decision of the Central Gavemment shall be final, subject to the
usual appeais provided for in this Act

12
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Qg ke 8. Without prejudice lo the provisions of seclion 8 a

sww Central Public Information Officer or a State Public

wancemes  Information Officer, as the case may be, may reject a
request for information where such a request for
providing access would invalve an infningament of
copyright subsisting in a person other than the State.

Savermtity 10. (/) Where a request for access 1o information Is
rejected on the ground that it is in refation to infarmation
which & exempt from disclosure, then, nobwithstanding
anything contained in this Act, access may be provided
to that part of the record which does not contain any
infarmation which s exempt from disclosure under this
Act and which can reasonably be severed from any pan
that contains exempt information,

(Z) Where access is granted to a part of the record under sub-
section (/), the Central Public Information Officer or Siate Public
Information Officer, as the case may be, shall give a notice 1o the
applicant, informing—

(a) that only part of the record requested, afler severance of
the record containing information which is exempt fram
disclosure, is being provided:

(b} the reasons for the decision, including any findings on
any material guestion of fact, referring to the material on
which those findings were based.

{c) the name and designation of the person aiving the decision;

(d) the details of the fees calculated by him or her and the
amount of fee which the applicant is required to deposit:
and

fe) his or her rights with respect to review of the decision
regarding non-disclosure of part of the information, the
amount of fee charged or the form of access provided.
including the particulars of the senior officer specified
Ander sub-section (/) of section 19 ar the Central
Information Commission or the State Information
Commission, as the case may be, lime limit, process and
any other form of access.

Thet arty 11. {1) Where a Central Public Information Cfficer or a
- Siate Public Information Officer, as the case may be.

13
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intends to disclose any information or record, or part thereof
on a request made under this Act, which relates to or has
oeen supplied Dy & third party and has been treated as
confidéntial by that third party. the Central Public
Infermation Officer or State Public information Officer. as
the case may be. shall, within five days from the receipt of
the request, give a writlen notice to such third party of the
raguest and of the fact that the Central Public Information
Officer or State Public Information Officer, as the case may
be, intends to disclose the information or record, or pant
therecf, and invite the third party to make a submission in
writing or orally, regarding whether the information should
be disciosed, and such submission of the third party shall
be kept in view while taking a decision about disclosure of
information

Provided that except in the case of trade or commercial secrets
protected by law, disclesure may be aliowed if the pubiic interest in
disclosure outweighs in importance any possible harm or injury o
the interests of such third party.

(2] Where a notice is served by the Central Public Information
Officer or Siate Public Information Officer. as the case may be,
under sub-section () fo a third party in respect of any information or
record of part therecf, the third party shall, within ten days from the
date of recelpt of such notice, be given the opportunity ta make
representation against the proposad disclosure,

(3] Notwithatanding anylhing contained in sectian /, the Central
Fublic Infarmation OHicer or State Public Information Officer, as
the case may be. shall, within forty days after receipt of the request
under section 6, if the third party has been given an opportunity to
maxe representation under sub-sechtion (2). make a decision as to
whether ar not to disclose the mformation or record or pan thereof
and give m writing the notice of his decision to the third party

(4) A nobce given under sub-section (3] shall include a statement
that the third party to whem the notice is given is entitied 1o prefer
an appeal under saction 19 againat the dacision

4
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CHAPTER Ill
The Central Information Commission

12, (/) The Central Government shall, by notification censssan o
in the: Official Gazetie, constitute a body to be known as jﬂm
the Ceniral Infermation Commission to exercise the e,
powers conferred on, and to perform the functions

assignad [0, it under this Act,
(2] The Central Information Commission shall consist of—
fa) the Chief Information Commissioner and

{b) such number of Central Information Commissionears,
not exceeding ten. as may be deemed necessary.
(3] The Chief Infarmation Commissioner and Information
Commissioners shall be appointed by tha President an the
recommendation of a3 committee consisting of —
i} the Prime Minister, who shall be the Chairperson of
the committee;

i) the Leader of Opposition in the Lok Sabha: and

iy  -alUnion Cabinet Minister to be nominated by the Prime
Minister

Explanation —For the purposes of remaval of doubts, it s hereby
declared that where the Leader of Oppasition inl the House of the
People has not been recognisad as such, the Leader of the single
largest group in oppositien of the Government in the House of the
Pecple shall be deemed ta be the Leader of Opposition

f4) The general superintendence, direction and management
af the affairs of the Central Information Commissian shall vest in
the Chief Information Commissioner who shall be assisted by the
Infermation Commissioners and may exercise all such powers and
do all such acts and things which may be exercised or done by the
Central Information Commission autonomously without being
subjected to directions by any other authority under this Act.

(3) The Chief Infarmation Commissioner and Infermation
Commissioners shall be persons of eminence in public life with wide
knowledge and experience |n law, science and technology, social
sarvice. management, journalism, mass media ar administration and
govemnance,

15
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(6] The Chief information Cammissioner or an Information
Commussioner shall not be a Member of Parliament or Member of
the Lagislature of any State or Union territory, as the case may be,
or hold any other affice of profit or connected with any political party
ar carTying on any business or pursuing any profession

(7} The headguarters of the Central Information Commission
shall be at Delhi and the Central Infarmation Cammission may, with
the previous approval of the Central Government, establish offices
at other places in India,

13 (f) The Chief Information Commissioner shall hoid Temat efiee
office for a term of five years from the date on which he =9/
anters upon his office and shall not be eligible for
reappointment,

Frovided that na Chief information Commissioner shall hald office
as such after he has attained the age of sixty-five years,

(2) Every Information Commissianer shall hold office for a term of
five years from the daie on which he enters upen his office or till he
attains the age of sixty-five years, whichever is earlier and shall not
be eligible for reappaintment as such Information Commissianar -

Provided that every information Commissioner shall, on vacating
his office under this sub-section be eligible for appainiment as the
Chief Information Commissioner in the manner specified in sub-
section (3) of section 12

Proviced further that where the Information Commissianer (s
appointed as the Chief information Commissicner. his term of office

shall not be more than five years in aggregate as the Infarmation
Commissioner and the Chief Information Commissicner

(3} The Chief Information Commissioner ar an Infarmation
Commissioner shall before he enters upon hie office make and
subscribe before the President o some other person appointed by
him in that behalf, an oath or affirmation according to the form set
out for the purpose in the First Schedule.

(4) The Chief Information Commissioner or an Informaticn
Commissioner may. at any time, by writing under his hand addressed
o the President, resign from his office

Provided that the Chie! Information Commigsianer or an
information Commussioner may be remaved in the mannar specified
under sechion 14

&
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{3} Tha salaries and allowances payable to and other terms and
cenditions of service of—

{a} the Chief Infarmation Commissioner shall be the
same as that of the Chief Election Commissioner

) an Information Commissioner shall be the same
as that of an Election Commissioner ;

Provided that if the Chief Information Commissioner or an
Information Commissioner, at the time of his appointment is, in
receipt of @ pension, other than a disability or wound pension In
respect of any previous service under the Gavernment of India or
under the Government of a State his salary in respect of the service
as the Chief Information Commissioner or an Infarmation
Caommissioner shall be reduced by the amount of that pension
inciuding any portion of pension which was commuled and pension
equivalent of ather forms of refirement benefits excluding pension
equivalent of retirement gratuity

Provided further that if the Chief Information Commissionar ar
an Information Commissioner if, at the time of his appointment is, in
receipt of retirement benefits in respect of any previous service
rendered in a Corporation established by ar under any Central Act
or State Act or a Government company owned or controtled by the
Central Government or the State Government. his salary in respect
of the service as the Chief Information Commissioner or an
Information Commissioner shall be reduced by the amount of
pension equivalent to the retirement benefits:

Frovided also that the salanes, allawances and other conditions
of the service of the Chief Infermation Commissioner and the
Informaton Commissioners shall not be varied to their disadvantage
after their appointmant.

(&) The Central Governmen! shall provide the Chief Infarmation
Commissioner and the Infarmation Commissioners with such officers
and employees as may be neceszary for the efficiert parformance
of their functions under this Act, and the salaries and allowances
payable to and the terms and conditions of service of the officers

and other employees appointed for the purpose of this Act shall be
SUch as may be prescribed
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14, {f) Subject lo the prowvisions of sub-section (3], Femovilal
the Chief Information Commissioner or any Infarmation =
Commissianer shall be remaoved from his office only by  Coomamone
order of the President on the ground of proved oot
misbehawiour or incapacity after the Supreme Caoyry, Commiscne
an a reference made 1o |t by the President, has, on
inguiry, reported thal the Chiaf information
Commissioner ar any Information Commissioner, as the
casa may be, ought an such ground be removed.

{2) The President may suspend from office, and if deem
necessary pronibit also from atlending the office during inguiry, the
Chief Information Commissioner or infarmation Commissioner in
respect of whom a reference has been made to the Supreme Court
under sub-saction {/) until the President has passed orders on receipt
of the report of the Supreme Court on such referenca.

(3) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (1), the
President may by order remove from office the Chief Informaticn
Commissioner or any Infarmation Commissioner i the Chief
Infermation Commissioner or a Information Commissioner, as the
case may be —

&) s adjudged an insolvent. or
fb} has been convicted of an offence which in the
opinion of the President, involves maral turpitude:
af
(! engages during his term of office in any paid
employment outside the duties of his office. or
(¢} is. in the opimon of the Presidant, unfit fo continue
it office by reason of infirmity of mind or body; or
(8) has acquired such financial or other interes! as is
likely 1o affact prejudicially his functions as the Chief
Infarmation Commissioner or a Information
Commissioner.
(4} If the Chief Information Commissionar or a Infermation
Commissioner in any way, concermed or interested in any contract
or agreement made by or on bahalf of the Government of India ar
participates in any way in the profit thereaf or in any benefit or
emolument ansing therefrom otherwise than az a member and i
comman with the other members of an incorporated campany, he
snall, for the purposes of sub-section (), be deemed 1o be guilty of
misbehaviour

a
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CHAPTER IV

The State Information Commission

15. {/} Every State Government shall, by nofification  ceswasenw
in the Official Gazette, constitute a body to be known 59*
as the ........ (mrame of the State) Information foremecs
Commission 1o exsrcise the powers conferred an. and
to perform the functions assigned to, | under this Act

(2} The State Information Commission shall consist of—

fa) the State Chief Infermation Commissioner, and
(1) such numberof Stale |Information Commissioners.
not exceeding ten, as may be deemed naceassary.
(3} The State Chief Information Commissioner and the State
Information Commissioners shail be appointed by the Governar an
the recommendation of a committee corisisting of—

ft#  the Chief Minisier, who shall be the Chairperson of
the commitles:

(%)  the Leader of Opposition in the Lagisiative Assembly;
and

{(#) a Cabinet Minister lo be nominated by the Chief
Minister

Explanation —For the purposes of removal of doubls, itis heraby
declared that where the |eader of Oppasition in the Legisiative
Assembly has not been recognised as such. the Leader of the single
largest group in opposition of the Govermnment in the Lagisiative
Assembly shall be deemed to be the Leader of Opposition x

(4) The general superintendence, direction and management .
of the affairs of the State Information Commission shall vest in the
State Chief Information Commissioner who shall be assisted by the I
State Information Commissioners and may exercise all such powers C
and do all such acts and things which may be exercised or done by |
the State Infarmation Commission autonomously without being €
subjected ta directions by any ather authority under this Act

(8] The State Chief Information Commissioner and the State
Information Commissioners shall be persans of eminence in public
life with wide knowledge and experience in law, science and
technology, social service, management, journalism, mass media
or adminisiration and governance
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(6) The State Chief Information Commissioner or a State
Infarmation Commissioner shall not be a Member of Parliament or
Member of the Legislature of any State or Union tarritory. as the
case may be, of hold any other office of profit or connected with
any political party or carrying on any business or pursuing any
prafession

(7) The headguarners of the State Information Commission shall
be at such place In the Stata as the State Government may. by
notification in the Offical Gazette, specify and the State Information
Commasion may, with the previgus approval of the Slate
Government, establish officas at other places in the State

:Tu:mﬂf:a 18. () The State Chiel Information Commissioner
PR shall hold office for a term of five years from the dale on
which he enters upan his office and shall not be eligible

for reappoiniment

Provided that no State Chief Information Commissioner shall
hokd office as such after he has attained the age of sixty-five years.

{2) Every State Information Commissioner shall hald effice for a
term of five years from the date on which he enters upon his office
or till he attains the age of sixty-five years, whichever is earliér, and
shall not be eligible for reappointment as such State Infarmation
Commissionar:

Provided that every State Information Commissicner shall, on
wacating his affice under this sub-secton, be algible for appoiniment

as the State Chief Information Commissioner in the manner specified
in sub-secticn (3) of section 13

Provided furlher thal where the Stale Information Commissioner
ts appainted as the State Chief Information Commissicner. his lerm
of office shall not be mare than five years in aggregate as the State
Infarmation Commissioner and the Siate Chief Infoermation
Commissmoner

(3] The State Chie! Information Commissioner or a State
Information Commissioner, shall before he anters upon his office
make and subscriba pefore the Governor or some ofher person
appointed by him in that benalf, an gath of affrmation according 1o
the form sel oul for the purpose in the First Schedule
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{4) The State Chief Information Commissiongr or a State
Infarmation Commissioner may, al any time, by writing under his
hand addressed to the Governor, resign from his office. I

Provided that the State Chief Information Commissioner ar a
State Infarmation Commissioner may be removed in the manner
specified under section 17

{5) The salaries and allowances payable 10 and other terms and
conditions of service of -

fal Ihe Siate Chief Information Commissioner hall be
the same as tha! of an Election Commissioner:

fo}  the State Information Commissioner shall be the
same as that of the Chief Sacretary to the State
Govermnment.

Provided that if the State Chief Information Commissioner or a
State Information Commissioner, at the time of his appcintment is;
In receipt of a pension, other than a disabilily or wound pension, in
respect of any previous service under the Gevernment of India or
under the Government of a State, his salary in respect of the service
as the State Chief Information Commissioner or a State Information
Commissioner shall be reduced by the amount of that pension
including any portion of pension which was commuted and pension
equivalent of other forms of retiremeant benefits excluding pension
equivalent of retirement gratuity

FProvided further that where the State Chief Information 1
Caommissioner or a State Information Commissioner if, at the time -
af his appeintment is, in receipt of retirement benefits in respect of [
any previous service rendered in a Corporation established by or
under any Central Act or State Act or a Government company owned
of controfled by the Central Government or the State Governmant,
his sajary in respect of {he service as the State Chief Information
Commiasioner or the Siate Information Commissioner shall be
reduced by the amount of pension equivalent to the retirement
benafits:

Provided also that the salaries. allowances and other conditions
of senvice of the State Chief Information Commissioner and the
State Infermation Cemmissioners shall not be varied to their
dizadvaniage after thair appaintment
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(6) The Siate Government shall provide the State Chiaf
information Commissioner and the State Information Commissioners
with such officers and employees as may be necessary for the
efficient performance of their functions under this Act, and the
salaries and allowances payable 16 and the terms and conditions of
service of the officers and other employees appolnted far the
purpose of thie Aot shall be such as may be prescribed.

17. (/) Subject to the provisions of sub-section (3}, Pemmsa
the State Chief Information Commissianer or a State Sl
Information Commissianer shall be removed from his i
office only by order of the Governor on the ground of o S
proved misbehaviour or incapacity after the Suprema e
Court, on a reference made 1o it by the Gavernar, has
on inquiry, reported that the State Chief Infarmation
Commissioner or a State Information Commissioner, as
the case may be, ought on such ground be removed.

(2] The Governor may suspend from office. and if deem
necessary prohibit aiso from aitending the office during inquiry, the
State Chief Information Commissioner or a State Infarmation
Commissicner in respect of whom a reference has bean made 1o
the Supreme Court under sub-section () untll the Gaverner has
passed orgers on receipt of the report of the Supreme Court on
such reference

(3] Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section {1, tha
Governor may by order remove from affice the State Chief
Information Commissionar or a State Information Commissioner if
a State Chiel Information Commissioner or a State Infermation
Commissioner, as the cage may be,

fal s adjudged an insalvent. or

i) has been convicted of an offence which, in the opinion
of the Governar, involves moral turpitude; or

{c} engages during his term of office in any paid
empioyment oulside the duties of his office. or

(@ s, in the apinion of the Governor, unfit to continue in
office by reason of infirmity of mind or body; or

(e} has acquired such financial or other interest as is likely
to affect prejudicially his functions as the State Chisf
Information Commissioner or a State Infarmation
Commissionar
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(4) If the State Chief Information Commissionar or a Stale
Information Commissioner in any way, concernad or interested in
any contract or agreement made by or on behalf of the Government
of the State or paricipates In any way in the profit thereof or in any
benefit or emoluments ansing therefrom otherwise than as a membar
and in common with the other members of an incorporated company,

he shall, for the purposes of sub-section (), be deemed to be guilty
cf misbahaviour.

CHAPTER WV
Fonn i@ powers and functions of the Information
Co*mizsong Commissions, appeal and penaities

18: (1 Subject to the provisions of this Act, it shall be the duty of the
Central Information Commission or State Information Commission,
as ihe casa may be, o receive and inquire inio 8 complaint from
any person,—

jaf who has bean unable o submit a request to & Central
Public Information Officer aor Stale Public Infermafion
Officer, as the case may be, either by reason thal no
such officer has been appointed under this Act, or
because the Central Assistant Public Information Officer
or State Assistant Public Information Officer, as the case
may ba, has refused to accept his ar her application for
infermation or appeal under this Act for forwarding the
sarme 1o the Central Public Information Cfficer or State
Pubiic Information Officer or senior officer specified in
sub-secticon () of section 18 or thie Cantral Infermation
Commission or tht State Information Commission, as the
case may be;

() who has been refused access to any information
requested under this Act,

[c) who has not been given a response o a8 reguest for
information or access to information within the time limit
specified under this Act,

(d) who has been required to pay an amount of fae wiich ha
ar she considers unreasonabie,

f&]  who believes that he or she has been given incomplala,
misieading or false mformaton under this Act; and

23
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(A in respect of any other matter reiating to reguesting ar
obtaining access to records under this Act

(2] Whera the Central information Commission or State
infarmation Commission, asthe case may be, is satisfied that thera
are reasonable grounds to inguire into the matter, it may initiate an
inguiry in respect therea!

{3) The Central Information Commission ar State  &o1%08
Iformation Comemission, asthe case may be, shall, while
inquiring into any matter under this section, have the
same powers as are vested i a cwil court while trying a
suil under the Code of Civil Procedure 1808, in respect
of the foliowing matters, namety—

{a) summaning and enforcing the attendance of persans and
compel them to give oral or written evidence on oath and
to preduce the documenis or things,

fbj reguiring the discovery and inspection of documents,

(cj receiving evidence on affidavit,

(e requisitioning any public record or copies thereof from
any court or office;

fe} issuing summons for examination of witnesses or
documents; and

(7} any other matter which may be prescribed

(4) Notwithstanding anything inconsistent contained in any other
Act of Parllament or State Legisialure, as the case may be, the
Central Informatian Commissian or the State Information
Commission, as the case may be, may, during the inguiry of any
complaint under this Act, examine any record to which this Acl
applies which is under the control of the public authority, and no
sueh record may be withheld from it on any grounds.

App 18. (1) Any person who, does nol receive a Cewision
within the time specifiad in sub-section (/) or clause {a) of
sub-saction (3 of section 7, or is aggneved by a decision

af the Cantral Public Infarmation Officer or State Public

information Officer, as the case may be, may within thirty
days from the expiry of such pericd or from the receipl of
such @ decision prefer an appeal to such officer wha is
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semor in rank to the Central Publie Information Officer or

State Public Information Officer as the case may be, in each
public authority;

Frovided that such officer may admit the appeal aflter the expiry
of the period of thirty days f he or she iz satisfied thal the appailant
was pravented by sufficient cause fram filing the appeal in tme

{2} Where an appeal is preferred against an order made by a
Central Public Information Officer or a State Public Information
Officer, as the case may be, under section 11 to disclose third party
infarmation, the appeal by the concerned third party shall be made
within thirty days from the date of the order.

(3} A second appeal against the decision under sub-section (/)
shall i@ within ninaty days from the dale on which the decision should
have been made or was actually received, with the Central
Information Commission or the State Information Commission;

Provided that the Central Information Commission or the State
Information Commission, as the case may be, may admit the appeal
after the expiry of the period of ninety days if it |s aalsfied (hal the
appeliant was prevented by sufficient cause from filing the appeal
in time

{4) If the decision of the Central Public Information Officer ar
State Public Information Cfficer, as the case may be, against which
an-appeat 15 preferred relates to information of a third party, the
Central Infarmation Commission or State Information Commisstion
as the casa may be, shall give a reasonable opportunity of being
heard to that third parly

(3 In:any appeal proceedings, the onus o prove that g denial
of a request was justified shall be on the Central Pubhe Infarmation
Officer or State Pubhc Information Officer, as the case may be, who
denied the request

{6) An appeal under sub-section () or sub-séction (2} shall be
disposed of within thirty days of the recaipt of the appeal ar within
such extended percd not excesding a tolal of forty-fiva days from
the date of filng thereof, as the case may be, for reasons to be
recorded in writing,

07} The decision of ihe Caniral information Commission or Slale
Infarmation Commission, as the case may be. shall be binding
25
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(8] In its decision, the Central Information Commission or State
Infarmation Commissicn, as the case may be, has the power to—

{8} requira the public authority to take any such steps as may be
necassary lo secure compliance with the provisions of this Act.
inciuding—

(% by providing access 1o information, if so requested, in
a paricular form;

fi} by appointing @ Central Public Infermation Officer or
State Public Information Cfficer, as the case may be,

(h) by publishing certain information or calegories of
information;

{fv) by making necessary changes {o its practices in relation
to the maintenance. managemenl and desiruction of
records;

(v} by enhancing the provision of training on the right to
information for its officials,
{vi) by providing it with an annual repert in compliance with

clause (b) of sub-section (1) of section 4,

(b) require the public autharity to compensate the complainant
for any loss or other detriment sufferad;

{c) impose any of the penallies provided under this Act:
(d) reject the appiication

{3) The Central Information Commission or State Information
Commission, as the case may be, shall give notice of its decision,
including any right of appeal, to the complainant and the public
authority

{10} The Central Information Commission or State Information
Commission, as the case may be, shall decide the appeal in
sccordance with such procedure as may be prescribed.

Tupaiten 20 (1} Where the Central Information Commission or the
State Information Commission, as the case may be, at the
tme of deciding any complaint or appeal 5 of the opinion
that the Central Public Information Officer or the State Public
Informaticn Officer, as the case may be, has, without any
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reasonable cause, refused o receive an application far L
infarmation or has not furnished information within the time :
specilied under sub-section (1) of section 7 ar malafidely
denied the request for information or knowingly given
Incorrect, incompiete or misleading infarmation or destroyed
information which was the subject of the request or obstructed
' any manner in furnishing the information, it shall impase a )
penalty of two hundred and fifty rupees each day tiil !
application is recaived or information s furnished, so
however, the total amount of such penalty shall not exceed
twenty-five thousand rupees: '
Provided that the Central Pubiic Information Officer or the State |
Public Information Officer, as the case may be, shall be given a
reasonabie opporiunity of being heard before any penalty is imposed
en him;
Provided further that the burden of proving that he acted
reascnably and diligently shall be on the Central Public Information
Officer or the State Public Information Officer as the case may be

(2} Where the Central Information Commission or the State
Information Commission, as tha case may be, al the time of deciding
any complaint or appeal is of the opinion that the Central Public
Information Officer or the State Public Information Officer. as the
case may be has without any reasonable cause and persistanily,
failed to receive an application for infarmation o has not furnishad
information within the time specified under sub saction (1] of seclion
7 or malafidely denied the request for information or knowingly given
incorrect, incomplete ar misleading information or destroyed
infarmation which was the subject of the request or obstructed in
any manner in furnishing the information, i shall recommend for
disciplinary action against the Cenfral Public Information Officer or
the State Publc Information Officer, as the case may be, under the
sefvice rules applicable to him,

CHAPTER VI

Mizecallaneous

Frosciina of 21 No suit, prosecution or other egal proceading
S| Shall lle againstany person for anything which is in good
faith done or intended 1o be dane under this Ast or any

rula made thersunder
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22. The provisions of this Act shall have effact
e netwithstanding anything inconsistent therewith
contained in the Cificial Secrats Act, 1923, and any other
law for the time being in force or in any instrument having
effect by virtue of any law other than this Act

Sart 23, No court shall entertain any suit, apphcation or

peweson® other proceeding In respect of any order made under
this Act and so such order gshall be called in question
otherwise than by way of an appeal under this Act,

Act et 42 ety 24. {l) Nothing eontained in this Act shall apply to

m the intelligence and security organisations specified in
the Second Schedule, being organtsations established
by the Central Government or any information furnished
by such ocrganisations ta that Government.

Provided that the information pertaining to the allégations of
corruplion and human rights vickstions shall not be excluded undar
this sub-secfion

Provided further that in the case of infarmation sought for is in
respect of allegations of viclation of human rights, the information
shall only be provided after the apgroval of the Central Infarmation
Commission, and notwithstanding anything contained in section 7,
such information shall be provided within forty-five days from the
date of the receipt of request.

{2} The Central Governmant may, by notification in the Official
Gazette, amend the Schedule by including therein any other
intelligence or security organisation established by that Government
or omitting therefrom any arganisation alresdy specified therein and
on the publication of such notification, such organisation shall be
deemed to be included in or, as the case may be. omitted from the
Schedule

{3} Every notification issued under sub-section (2) shall be lad
before sach House of Parliamant.

(4] Nothing contained in this Act shall apply to such intelligence
and securiy organisation being organisations established by the
Siate Government, as that Government may, frem time to time, by
natification in the Official Gazette, specify

Provided that the information pertaining to the aliegzlions of
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corruption and human nghts violations shall not be excluded under
thes sub-section |

Provided further that in the case of information sought for is |n
respect of allegations of vislation of human rights, the information
shall only be provided after the approval of the State Information
Commission and. notwithstandimg anything contained in section 7
such information shall be provided within forty-five days from the
date of the receipl of request

{5) Every notification issued under sub-section (4) shall te |aid
before the Stale Legislaiure

25. {1) The Central Information Commission or State  Mesigan:
Information Cammission. as the case may be, shall, as %
s00n as practicable after the end of each year, prepare
a report on the implementation of the provisions of this
Act dunng that year and forward a copy thereof to the
appropriate Govemment

(2} Each Ministry or Department shall, in refation to the plblic
authorities within their jurisdiction, collect and provide such
information to the Central Informalion Commission or State
information Commission, as the case may be, as is required to
prepare the raport under this section and comply with the
requirements concerning the furnishing of that information and
keeping of records for the purposes of this section,

(3} Each repon shall state in respect of the year to which the
report relates —

{a) the number of requests made 1o each public authoriy,

{&) the number of decisions where applicants were nof entitied
to access to the documents pursuant to the requests, the
provisions of this Act under which these decisions were

made and the number of times such provisions weres
Invoked:

(¢} the number of appeals referred to the Ceniral Information
Commission or State Information Commission, as the case
may be, for review, the nature of; the appeals and the
outcome of the appeals;

24
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(ol particulars of any disciplinary action laken against any
officer in respect of the administration of this Act;

(e} the amount of charges collected by each public authority
under this Act:

(f] any {tacts which indicate an afioit by the public autharities
0 adminisier and implement the spirit and intention of
this Act;

(! recommendations for reform, including recommendations
in respect of the particular public suthorties, far the
development, improvement, medernisation, reform or
amendment 10 this Act or other legisiation or commaon
law or any other matter relevant for operationalising the
right to access information.

(4) The Central Government or the State Government, as the
Case may be, may, as soon as practicable after the end of each
yeaf, cause a copy of the report of the Central Infarmatian
Commission or the State Information Commission, as the case may
be, referred to in sub-section (1) to be laid befare each House of
Parliament ar, as tha case may be, before sach House of the State
Legislatura, whare there are two Houses, and whera there is one
House of the State Legisiature before that House

(5} If it appears ta the Central Information Commission or State
infarmation Commission, as the case may be, that the practice of a
pubilic authonty in relation to the exercise of its functions under this
Act does not conform with the provisions or spirit of this Act, it may
give to the authority a recommendation spacifying the steps which
ought in ids cpinion to be taken for promating such confarmity
Foprgriam 28. (1} The appropriate Govemment may, 1o the

e T @xtent of availability of finaneial and other resources —

wepke=s {a) develop and organise educational programmes o
advance the understanding of the public, in particular
of disadvantaged communities as to how 1o BXErcise
the rights contemplated under this Acl:

(b} encourage public authorities to participate in the
development and erganisation of programmes
referred to in clause (a) and to underiaks such
programmes themselves

a0
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fc) promote timely and effective dissemination of
accurate information by public authorties about their
activities, and

(d) train Central Public Infarmation Officers or State
Public Information Officers, as the case may be, of
public authorities and produce relevant training
materials for use by the public authorities themselves

{2) The appropriale Government shall, within eighteen months
from the commencement of this Act, compile in its official language
a guide containing such information, in an easily comprehensible
form and manner. as may reasonably be required by a person who
wishes to exercise any right specified in this Act.

{23! The approprate Gavernment shall, if necessary, update and
publish the guidelines referred to In sub-section (2} at regular
intervals which shail, in particular and without prejudice to the
generality of sub-section (2), include -

{a) the objects of this Act;

i) the postal and street address, the phone and fax number
and, If ‘available, electronic mail address of the Central
Public Information Officer or State Public Information
Officer, as the case may be, of every public authority
appointed under sub-section (|} of section 5:

() the manner and the form in which request for access to an
informatian shall be made (o a Central Public Information
Officer or State Public Information Officer, as the case may
be

{d) the assistance available from and the duties of the Central
Public Information Officer or State Public Information
Officer, as the case may be. of a public authority under
this Act,

fe} the assistance avallable from the Central Infarmation
Commission or State Information Commission, as the case
may be,

{f} all remedies in law available regarding an act or failure ta
act in respect of a right or duly conferred or imposed by
this: Act including the manner of filing an appeal to the
Commission

31
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{g] the provisions providing for the volunlary disclosure of
categones of records in accordance with section 4,

it} the notices regarding fees to ba paid in relation to requests
for access 1o an information, and

{il any additional regulations or circulars made of issued in
relation to obtaining access to an information in accordance
with fhis-Act.

{4} The appropriate Governmant must, if necessary, update and
publish the guidelines at reguiar intervals.
27. (1) The appropriate Government may, by Poesem

e by

notification in the Official Gazette, make rules to cafry m
out the provisions of this Act

{2} In particular, and without prejudice 1o the gnnuﬂtltf of the
foregoing power, such rules may provide for all or any of the following
matters, namely =

(al

(b}
fc)

i)

(el

{fl

the cost of the medium or prnt cost pnce of the matenials
1o be disseminated under sub-section (4) of section 4,
the fee payable under sub-section (1) of section &
the fee payable under sub-sections {7} and (5] of
secton 7,

{he galaries and allowances payable {0 and the lerms
and condilions of service of the officers and other
employees under sub-section (8} of section 13 and sub-
gection (§) of section 16,

the procedure to be adopted by the Central Infarmation
Commission or State Information Commission, as the
case may be, in deciding the appeais under sub-section
(10} of section 18, and

any other mattér which is required to be, or may be,
prascribed

2B. (i) The competent authority may, by notification  Pou imaks

s by

in the Cfficial Gazetle, make rules to carry out the = /0
{2} In particular, and without prejudice to the generality of the
foregaing power. such rules may pravide for all or any of the following

matters, namely —
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{7 the cost of the medium or print cost price of the malenals
o be disseminated under sub-section (4) of section 4,

(u) the fee payable under sub-secton (1) of section B;

fiif) the fea payable under sub-section (1) of section 7, and

v}l any other malter which i required 1o be, or may be,

prascribed
29, (/) Every rule made by the Central Govarnmant  Laysgof nas

under this Act shall be laid, as soon as may be after it is
made, before each House of Parliament, while it is in
session, for a total perod of thirty days which may be
comprised in one Session or in two of more successive
sessions, and if, befora the expiry of the session
immediately following the sassion or the successive
sessions aloresaid, bolh Houses agree in making any |
madification in the rule or both Houses agres that the
rule should not be made, the rule shall thereafter have
eflect only in such modified form or be of no effect, as
the case may be; so, however, that any such modification
ar annulment shall ba without prejudice to the valdity of
anything previously done under that rule

(2} Every rule made under |his Act by a State Governmeant shall
be laid, as soon as may be after it is notified, before the State
Legislature

A0, (7} If any difficulty arises in giving effact to the Prower 8
provisions of this Act. the Ceniral Government may, by 5=
order published |n the Official Gazeite, make such
provisions not Inconsistent with the provesions of this Act
as appear to it o be necessary or expedient for removal
of the difficutty

Prowvided that no such order shall be made after the expiry of &
period of twa years from the date of the commencemenl of this Act. |

2] Every arder madea under this saction shall, as soon as may
be afier il i= made, be laid before sach House of Parliament

Rrpo 31, The Freedom of Informaton Act, 2002 15 SsrX0
hereby repealed,
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THE FIRST SCHEDULE
(306 sections 13 (3 and 1 6(3)]
Form of aath or affirmation to be made by the Chief Information
Commissionerithe Information Commissioner/the State Chiaf
Infarmation Commissioner/the State Information Commissioner

Rt i e having been appointed Chiaf Infermation
Commissioner / Infarmation Commissioner / State Chief Infarmation
Commissianer / State Information Commissianer swear in the name
of God

solemnly affirm

that | will bear true fath and allegiance 1o the Constitution of India
as by law established. that | will uphoid the sovereignty and integrity
of India, that | will duly and faithfully and ta the best of my ability,
knowledge and judgment perform the duties of my cffice without
fear or favour, affection orill-will and that | wil uphold the Constitution
and the faws."
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THE SECOND SCHEDULE
[See section 24]

Inteligence and security organisation established by the Cen-
tral Government

1. Intelligence Bureau

2. Research and Analysis Wing of the Cabinet
Secrefarial.

Directorate of Revenue Intelligence,
Central Economic Intelligence Bureau.
Directorate of Enforcement.

Narcotics Control Bureaw,

Aviation Research Centre

Special Frontier Force.

Border Secunty Force.

10. Ceniral Reserve Police Force

11 Indo-Tibetan Border Police.

12, Cantral Industrial Security Force

13 Mational Security Guards

14 Assam Rifles.

15 Specal Service Bureau,

16. Special Branch (C1D), Andaman and Micobar.

17. The Crime Branch-C | D.-CB, Dadra and Nagar
Havell,

1B. Special Branch, Lakshadweep Folice

© @S ;A

T. K. VISWANATHAN,
Secy (o the Gowl of India.

a5
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The

Kolkata g Gazette

Ex!raurdfnaqr

Published by Authority

Chaitra 8] Wednesday March 29, 2006 [Saka 1927

PART | - Orders and Natifications by the Governor of West
Bengal, the High Court, Government Treasury, efc

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

Personnel And Administrative Reforms Departmant
Administrative Reforms Call

NOTIFICATION

No. 157-PaR {AR) = 10th March 2008 — In exercise of the power
conferred by sub-section {1) read with sub-section i2) of Secton
27 of the Right to Information Act. 2005 (22 of 2005), the Governor
"% pleased hereby to make the following rules, namely —

Rules

1. Short title and commen cement — (1) These rules may be
called the West Bengal Right o Information Rules, 2006,

(2) They shall come Inte force on the dats of their publicatian
in the Official Gazette.

2. Definitions— (1) I thaza rules, unless the context othanwise requires

{a) “Act” means the Right to Informatian Act, 2005 (22 of 2005},

B "Commission” maans the West Bengal Infarmation
Commission

(&) “Registrar’ means iha Registrar of the Commission:
(d) “Section” means section of the Act:

(e} "State Governmani” means the Government of West
Bengal

38




THE GAZETTE OF INDIA EXTRAORDINARY

{2] Words and expressions used and not defined in these rules
out defined in the Act, shall have the same meanings as
respactively assigned to them in the Act,

3. Application fee — An application containing a requeast in
wnting 1o the State Public Information Officer or the State
Assistant Public Information Officer, as the case may be,
made under sub-section (1) of Section & for obtaining
infarmation, shall be accompanied with 3 court-fee of rupees
f&n

4. Fee for providing information — Save as otherwise
provided in the proviso to sub-saction (5) of Section 7, the
State Public information Officer or the State Assistant Public
Informatian Officer. as the case may be, shall provide
information under sub-section (1), and sub-section (5), of
Section 7 upon receipt of a request under Section 6. on
payment of a fee of -

{8} rupees two, for each page (in A-4 or A-3 size paper)
created or copied, or

{b) actual charge or cost price, for a copy in large size paper;
or

{c) actuatl cost price, for sample or model, or

{d) rupses five for each fifteen minules or fraction thereaof,
for mspection of records, or

{e) rupees fifty per diskette or flappy, for information
provided in the disketls or floppy, or

(f) actual charge fixed for publication or rupees two per
page of photocopy for extracts therefram. for information
provided in printed form

5, Contents of appeal to Commission under sub-section (3)
of Section 19-An appeal 1o the Commission under sub-
saction {2) of Sechien 18, shall contain the following
information, namaly. -

{a) name and address of the applicant;

(k) name and address of the State Public information
Dfficer or the Stale Assistant Public Information Officer
as the case may be. who passed the order;
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¢} partculars of the order agalnst winch the appeal is made
ineluding ite number and date;

{d} brief facts of the case,

(e} prayer or refief sought for by the appeliant;
(i grounds for such prayer or refief, and

(g) wenfication by the appafiant

Documents to accompany appeal to Commission under
sub-section {3) of Section 19- Every appeal made 10 the
Commission shall be accompanied by the fellowing
documenis, namely; -

{a) tha attested true copy of the arder against which the
appeal is being preferred;

{b) tha coples of documents relied upan by the appeilant and
refarrad to in the appeal, and

(g} an index of the documents referrad to in the appeal

Procedure in deciding appeal to Commission under sub-
section (3) of Section 19-(1) In deciding the appeal 1o the
Commission, the Commission shall-

{a) hear, oral or written, evidance an cath or on affidavit
from the concemed or interested parsan;

(b} peruse or inspect documents, public records or copies
therecf

{c} Enguire through the autharized officer for further details
or facts,

(d) hear the State Public Information Officer or the State
Assisiant Public information Officer or such officer who
decided the first appeal mentioned in sub-section (1) of
Section 19, as the case may ba,

{&) hear the third party, if required, and

() receive evidence on affidavits from State Pubhc
Infarmation Officer or the State assisani public
information Officer or such officer wiho decded the first
appeal mentioned in sub-section (1) of Section 19 or
from the third party, if any
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{2} In decding the appeal the Commission may ask the
appeilant to add any other information other than the
inforrmation included in the contents of the second appaal
under rule 5.

Service of notice by Commission — The notice reguired to
be issued under sub-sectian (B) of Section 1§, by the

Commission may be served in any of the following maodes,
namely .-

(a) sarvica by the parly i{salf,
(b} service by hand delivery through the process server:
(c) service by the registered post wilh acknowledgement due

(d) service through the head of office or the Depariment.

Signing of order — The order of the Commission pronounced
in open proceedings shall be in writing and authenticated by

the Registrar of any other officer authorized by the Commission
in this behalf

Terms and conditions of officers and other employees of
Commission — The officers and other employees of the
Commission shall be placed on deputation from the State
Government on the usual terms and conditions.

By arder of the Governor,
TRILOCHON SINGH
Secrelary fo the
Governmen! of Wes! Bengal
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